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Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics Bpenbeek

Diepenbeek, March ‘08

Dear A2B2D members, dear students,

When | was told that it was again time for anotissue of our newsletter, | realized
that again a few months have passed. Is it justames time going so unbelievably

fast? | remember very vividly the first activitygether with our new students during
the Introduction Day — (very) shy, new in the coyrwith many practical questions.

And now, if | walk through the hallways | see tle e people, some still shy, others
quite the opposite, walking around, like they haeen here forever.

With the second term finished, the last straighe ltowards the end of the year is
entered. Homeworks have to be made, classes tttbeded, busy, busy, busy.
Please don't lose yourself in the workload. Tryfitml some time to relax as well.
Whether you do this together with A2B2D or by yalfghat's up to you, but please
find some time to discover the social and cultlifelin Belgium as well. Studying
(and working) is not the most important thing fie liand certainly not the only thing!

This brings back memories of past A2B2D activitigssits to the Jenever Festival,
New Year’s drinks, ice skating, snowboarding, kiemand many more. Many of
which are well documented with pictures on our witebigy the way. Take a look at
the pictures of past activities and especially gothe faces of the students (and the
board members). You will see that everybody, withexception, is smiling. That's
our goal!

Relax and don’t work too hard!

Philippe Haldermans
Your Vice President



Did you know .........

That the AB?D went snowboarding last FebruaryP9 See some

pictures and read more about it in this issue.

That the karaoke party last Februaf{mlas a success? Who knew
what talents abound in CenStat??? Read furthémdésv more

about the evening and to see some pictures.

That the baby boom among CenStat staff is stiliyvauch alive
with the birth of the son of Roel Braekers? Cotgedions to Roel

and Elke on the birth of their son, Quinten, lasbeiary 21"

That the CenStat T-Shirt is still available? Fdr @ur new
students, the t-shirt features the CenStat logo“adad Reasons to
Be a Statistician.” You can get your shirts atmod10. CenStat

“limited edition” coffee mugs are also available.
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\®= A%B’D Sings the Night Away
‘ by Emanuele Del Fava

Thank you for the music, the songs I'm singing
Thanks for all the joy they're bringing

Who can live without it, | ask in all honesty
What would life be

Without a song or a dance what are we

So | say thank you for the music

For giving it to me.

(ABBA, Thank You for The Music

| really think that all the (few, actually...) peophho took part in the Karaoke Party
last February % in the Agora of Hasselt University will agree withe quoted verses
from ABBA (moreover, | think that also that song svaung!) regarding the very
enjoyable musical evening organized by CenStankhavery much, CenStat!), in
order to celebrate lots of occurrences: the enth@fexam period, the Chinese New
Year (Year of the Rat, Year of Wu Zi or Year 4705Chinese calendar) and the

beginning of the second term.

The party began quietly, as it usually happensnduparties, since it was time for
dinner (pizza...) and the alcoholic rate was stilondeed sometimes people can be
a little frightened by exhibiting in public, andu$, some beers (very light beers, of

course) can help to lower the tension.

Fortunately some brave ones got the evening staifé@re was a book with a lot of
songs in several languages: Dutch, English, Spafigdtnch, German and Italian.
One had only to write on a little piece of papes #ong he/she wanted to sing and

then wait for its time. The winners of this LangeaCompetition were English,

Dutch, Spanish and Italian.

Then, one after the other, people started their
performances — sometimes alone, sometimes in
couple, more often in groups of 4, 5, 6, 8

people... the more, the better (so nobody could

recognize the voice of the single singer!).



The A’B*D Board tries to “Get the Party Started” ala Brithe .

Here are the highlights of the Karaoke Party.

In third position, we find the Hair Hungarian Danadich is a crazy hair dance to the
notes of an ABBA song (if | remember well) perfoanby a Hungarian Ph.D.
student. Really funny! Brahms would be glad wiitts pupil...

In second position, we find the Spanish Momenttheeiwhen we danced on the
exuberant notes of the most famous Spanish damges s these last years, or when
we sang some hits likMacarena (1996, Los del Rio) oLa camisa negrg2005,
Juanes), the Spanish music always showed its ¢ggadet your whole body move

in an unbridled dance.

Finally, in first position...and the winner isSNo Woman, No Cry1975, Bob Marley
and the Wailers): sung a lot of times by many peegth more or less flat voices. It
was certainly the evergreen of that night and d h&so the honour of closing the
party around 1 am. From that night on, everyone wias there will always
remember when Bob and his Jamaican companiased’ to sit / in the government

yard in Trenchtowh



In conclusion, what | could say...really an amazingre of music and enjoyment,
where everyone has shown their own love for beausibngs. Even though many

people came back home completely without voicee(lke!), it has surely been a

beautiful experience to be repeated as soon aghpmss




We witnessed a lot of duets that evening ...

For instance: Olivia Newton -John & John Travolta, Barbra Streisand & Celine Dio
and Luciano Pavarotti & Placido Domingo.

There was also “quadruplet” singing. ..

...and in groups of five.



But most of all, there was group singing...

...and, of course, group dancing.

CenStat students enjoying the evening after a gruel ling week of exams.



The Diepenbeek gangsta s did a pretty good job
rapping P. Diddy's “I'll Be Missin’ You.”

A?B?D President Niel and his gang sang Frank Sin atra’s “My Way"...
but they did it THEIR way.



Snowboarding
ALMA Winter Sports
Event 2007

(Skiing in the Nederlands)
by Matus Maciak

| was born and raised in the country with high
mountains were you can easily reach almost up

to the sea level of 3 kilometers. This brings acg&d climate of course. There is
snow all year long, some ice fields and, especaigng the winter period, avalanche
warnings wherever you look. And that's the pladeere | have learnt to ski. That is
the place where | go to ski every year. And yon ski down the hill even a few

kilometers without any break!

Based on this, | have considered Netherlands adadlyt flat country. A country
which is ideal for cycling, jogging, speed-skatiagd sports like that. So, now you
probably have a good clue what | was thinking wheaw an email from Dirk in my
mailbox announcing a possibility to take a tripNetherlands and to SKI there!!!
“Nonsensé! | thought at first. The only way you can ski in such a flat country as
Netherlands is via a PC simulatiér,said. | had to make sure there was no joke in
there! So, | talked to a friend of mine, Michal avhad a chance to experience the
same trip last year. Itis excellent! he told me. *You will certainly love it! But
remember, the only possible way to ski that smidilidown is to go just straight

down!

So, | subscribed and | did not even know what tpeek | also made Emanuele go
there. And you know what? Dirk was right! Weiaed at that place. The only hill
in the Netherlands at all. Completely covered vétioof.
And what is inside? There is a huge fridge - iswa’C
inside - where you can really ski. We had more #hadours
to fully experience skiing in the Netherlands. Ardved it.

And | am sure everybody else did too!




Excellent service (perfect ski, perfect snow, perféfts), nice people (Dirk,
Emanuele, Jeff), great Belgian beer (Duvel), nieather (electric lights), and a great
feel (music, talking with others, etc.)! It was @xcellent trip. And since now, there

is one more “extra” thing | have already tried iy hfie: | was skiing in Netherlands!

And it was amazing!

OOO
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Activities

Movie Night

On April 8, we are planning to go see a movie, egitim Hasselt or Genk. Details
have yet to be finalized and we shall inform yoa email about the event in the
coming weeks.

Soccer Games

As part of the AB°D sporting activities, it has become a traditioattApplied and
Biostatistics students take time off every Frid&gramoon for a football match. This
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centmenf 17-19h every Friday. This is
expected to be an interesting and particularlyxietaatmosphere. And for free, you
become physically fit. Practical arrangements nhey obtained from Harrison
Macharia farrison.macharia@student.uhasse).lome of the Biostatistics students
currently responsible for arranging games. Hopsetyou there!
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