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Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics Bpenbeek

Diepenbeek, December ‘07

Dear A2B2D members, dear students,

Welcome to what already is the last newsletterassuthe year 2007. If you still
have some unfulfilled good intentions left fromtlakew Year, hurry up, because it is
almost time for a new list!

December traditionally is a month of celebrationsl presents, with a few visitors
over the month. I'm not talking about a visitatioammittee, of course, but about
some old men with long, white beards. In Belgiumhave two of these old men that
come for a visit, Sinterklaas and Santa Claus.gi@ally, they referred to the same
guy, but over the years their outfits and meartsasfsportation changed, so nowadays
you can get twice the presents and twice the candy.

In order to keep Christmas a holiday with happy roees, the good folks have
decided to move back the traumatic experience afmasxuntil after the holidays, so
you can enjoy these moments without having to walryut grades and answers.

In the mean time, a few must-join-because-lotsuof-activities will be organised.
Let me jump ahead to February, When we officially celebrate the end of exams in
our New Years/karaoke/have-a-drink party, whiclmiy honest opinion is one of the
highlights of the academic year. If you cannottwhat long, you can also join the
visit to the wonderful Christmas market in Maasttion December 13 Or if you
are a pyromaniac, you can join the Walk with Tosche December 20

Now go on, and read the articles about past aetsvitke the ice-skating or the VLIR
ICP Get-Together Day, which apparently were a tdun!

Philippe Haldermans
Your Vice President



Did you know .........

That the ABD went skating last November 9? See some pictures

and read more about it in this issue.

That the VLIR Get-Together Day for this academiary@as held
last November 30, with UHasselt as the host uniy@sit was a
fun-filled day of activities. Read further to firmut about all the

events that took place on that day.

That the baby boom among CenStat staff continudéls thie birth
of the son of Adetayo Kasim? Our heartfelt congedions go to
Tayo and Ebun on the birth of their son, Inioluwarithge, last

November 6.

That three CenStat staff members recently graduatad the
M.Sc. Biostatistics program? Congratulations to roiae
Beunckens, Arthur Gitome and Dan Lin for succe$gfigfending

their masteral theses last November 7.

That the CenStat T-Shirt is still available? Fdr @ur new
students, the t-shirt features the CenStat logo“@ad Reasons to
Be a Statistician.” You can get your shirts atmod10. CenStat

“limited edition” coffee mugs are also available.



lce Skating

by Setia Pramana

| have been living in Belgium for more than two s&a

but | went for my first time ice skating in Hassalfew

weeks ago with the #B°D group. Within the past two

years, many reasons made me never come to the ice
skating activities of AB’D. In the first year, almost every weekend | was in
Diepenbeek (I travelled to get away from the sien€ Diepenbeek). In the second
year, transportation became the problem since leside a far, far away village
named Tongeren, which is difficult to reach by bespecially late at night.

Now | live in Hasselt, where | can reach anythiagily — so no more excuses for me
not to take a part in 82D ice skating. Rain and cold weather didn’t stop from
coming. | was so excited. Many friends were ardazben | told them that it was

my first time skating. Hahaha....

| asked for slightly bigger ice skates to avoid tighit shoes. The first step on the ice
| could not stand well. So...l learned how to kegmding first, then | tried to walk.

My friend dragged me to let me know how

slide on the ice but it was too fast. As a redu
felt TWICE, with my head to the ice. Yeah
think everybody experiences the same t
when it's their first time to learn ice skatinjl
Then | started to walk by grabbing the side ra
Several kids laughed at me when | fell seve
times. “Don’t mind them,” | told myself.

ice slowly and slowly...I made several laps before my knees hurt fromstimes.
Yeah, | was amazed, | should have done this befBtgT, this nice night resulted in

pain in my body for two days, hahahaaa...



Now | plan to skate at least once a
week, then after | think | will be a bit
of an expert. | will train my kids also.
Thank you AB?D for my first

exciting ice skating experience.

e |




Looks like he is gettin g ready ...while he looks like he is getting
to do a triple axel... ready to do call it a night.

Can you tell if these guys are amateurs or veterans  ???

Their faces say it all...it was yet another fun-fille  d A?B?D activity!!!
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ICP Get-Together Day

by Herbert Thijs
(A’BD President, 2004-2006)

Friday, November 30, at 8.30h in the morning, adbuof staff members of Hasselt
University, amongst which several staff membershaf Center for Statistics, were
gathering at the AGORA. After a final briefing abhaur duties, some former ICP
students were sent out to fulfil the role of thelasening committee, while some
others were pointed to their ‘desks’ in order toyide visiting students with tools and
information. What has started is called the ‘IC&-Gogether Day.’

Every year about 300 students from developing acmsare selected to take part in
an international course in Belgium funded by an eé&nt. In Hasselt, we also have
such a program, being our own Master of Statistidsgre 32 grants are distributed
over both the first and second year of this progr&imce these students spend one or
two years here in Belgium, far away from their hamiamilies and friends, VLIR-
UOS organizes a ‘Get-Together Day’ and this is deaeh year in collaboration with
one of the universities hosting an ICP programis Jear Hasselt University was the
main organizer, partly because Hasselt Universiiglrates its 3% anniversary in
2008, which is this academic year.

Students from other universities were transported
towards Hasselt by bus and our welcoming
committee had to guide them into the main building
where every student received a small bag with some
information and some breakfast. By 9.30 almost all
buses arrived and the AGORA was filled with
students from various developing countries.
Actually it was a very impressive picture. At 9.45
Sarah Verlackt, who is responsible for the
organization from UHasselt side, welcomed
everybody and explained the program of the day.
After some more practicalities, it was about tiroe t
give the floor to our Rector Prof. Dr. Luc De
Schepper and Prof. Dr. Jos Wilmots for an interview
about the history of Hasselt University and the ICP
activities within Hasselt University.

The main act of the morning, however, was takere a#r by Dirk Denoyelle, a

famous comedian (at least in Belgium), and veryl Wwebwn for his imitations. The
crowd went wild by the performances of Enrique
Iglesias, Elton John, Tina Turner and Robby
Williams. Also in between, president Bush and
some other politicians, as well as very important
people from industry, were teaching us how to live
or lives, or actually how exactly not to live iBut
maybe that was part of the joke. Anyway, all
students were impressed by the show and after the
laughter it was time for food.



After lunch, smaller groups were formed, led inte buses and spread out over the
province of Limburg. Several tours were organizadyhich students could catch a
flavour of our own province with some typical spdtes. A first bus combined a
visit to a press center where newspapers wereeglior should | say pressed (?), with
a visit to the soccer stadium of KRC Genk. Theersldents, in particular, were
very excited because, finally, they could touch ti@ss on which their gods
performed. Some other buses went to Hasselt faisiato the Jenever museum,
which included jenever tasting, and a tour throtigisselt called ‘the strong women
route.” A third tour went to Haspengouw, whichaisarge region where lots of fruits
are cultivated, while the fourth tour went to thaley of the river Maas, including
wine tasting and a walk through the some cavesalllyithe last tour paid a visit to
the mine museum with an exhibition about a verly history of Limburg.

About 17.30 everybody went back to the universitgd &n the AGORA there was a
small sketch from one of our own ICP students, aierg to us on his very first
experiences here in Belgium and how he managedriove. And speaking about
surviving...it was once again time for some food.

A perfect mixture of continental food from Spairrakce, Greece, ltaly, etc., was
served, of course, with Belgian dessert. In theORA, it was about time for a real
musical act by a famous Belgian DJ Buscemi angérgy could start. Around 22.30
students from other universities had to leave andaiefully selected group of
organizers stayed to evaluate the day ... | think.



Whatever their evaluation may be, | had the impoesthat everybody enjoyed the
activities, the shows and the food. We all hadeayvamusing day with lots of
information that was interesting even for peoplénly in Limburg. It will again be
harder for the organizers to do better next ye@ongratulations to the Organizing
Committee and we may want to hire your expertisdufture celebrations.



Herbert was one of those tasked to man the bar
And he does...but it seems he had other things planne  d too.

Here we actually see him at work, serving a thirsty guest.



Activities

Visit to Christmas Market in Maastricht

During the winter season, Maastricht becomes tigeasinumerous festive events and
the centre of the city is transformed into a gi@mristmas shopping village, with
brightly lit streets and overflowing displays. V¥ball go to see this spectacle in
Maastricht onDecember 18 (Thursday). We meedt 15h40 at the bus stop in
UHasselt See you there! (Click on the following link fadditional details:
http://www.censtat.uhasselt.be/student/alumni/gcts.asyp)

Torch March (‘Fakkeltocht voor vrede en eenheid’)

Everyone is invited to join the 'Torch March fora@e and Unity' organized by CCG,
on December 20 at 17h30 Students and staff from all Institutes for Highe
Education in Limburg will walk around the '‘GreenuBevard' in Hasselt. At the end
of the year, it is a good tradition to wish eadheotpeace and unity.

##

For practical reasons, pleasebscribe beforeDecember 12thby sending a simple
email tokarin.daniels@uhasselt.béverything is free, however, you will be offered
the opportunity to give a free contribution for ttwches, catering, etc. See also
www.ccgdiepenbeek.be

New Year’'s Party

In view of the changes in the academic scheduléhinew programmes, we felt that,
in lieu of the annual Christmas party, it would bimter to hold a New Year’s Party,
which will more conveniently coincide with the eonflthe first semester. This will
take place on the evening Bébruary 1, after the last set of exams. Keep an eye on
our website for more updates.

Soccer Games

As part of the AB?D sporting activities, it has become a traditioattApplied and
Biostatistics students take time off every Fridégramoon for a football match. This
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centmenf 17-19h every Friday. This is
expected to be an interesting and particularlyxiepatmosphere. And for free, you
become physically fit. Practical arrangements ni&y obtained from Harrison
Macharia farrison.macharia@student.uhasse)i.lome of the Biostatistics students
currently responsible for arranging games. Hopsetoyou there!

10



Membership

For the benefit of our new students, we thoughtweald explain a little bit about our

membership policies. Firstly, membership ttB2D is free. All registered students
of the 3 Master of Statistics programs (Applied tiStes, Biostatistics and

Bioinformatics) are automatically members ofBAD. As such, you are on our
current mailing list and you will receive informati about our activities and our
newsletter via your UHasselt student account. Upgosduation, however, your
student account will be terminated, but if youl stiish to be on our mailing list, all

you have to do is to register and provide us witbther email account. You may do
this by clicking on the following link:

http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/form.asp

A2B2D Collectors’ Items

CenStat T-Shirts

Still haven’t gotten your Censtat T-Shirt? For a
very cheap price of €12, you can avail of a high-
guality tee, and, not to mention, a nice souvenir
from your days at UHasselt. You can purchase
your t-shirt at room H10. The shirt features the
CenStat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a

Statistician.”

CenStat Mugs

Guess who?

| can give you warmth, I'm round and | have one (daat
gets pulled a lot). Yep, I'm the A2B2D coffee muyou
can use me to drink something, to show off with ringe
"CENSTAT" logo on my belly, or just as a souveriryour
nice stay in Belgium. And this for only €5. Sbyou want
to buy me, please hurry to any A2B2D board membweill

be waiting for you.
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