
 
 

Diepenbeek, May/June ‘07 
 

NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER 
 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

  

Finally, the day had come!  After months of anticipation, preparation and 

organisation, June 29th had arrived.  The annual A²B²D barbeque!  After a slow start 

with only a few subscriptions, the numbers skyrocketed during the last days, leading 

to the so-desired >100 subscriptions.  Everybody happy of course, except perhaps 

Prof. Molenberghs, since this would mean he had to cough up €2 a person.  

 

Unfortunately, we did not get the tropical temperatures we asked for.  But as long as 

we were together, having a good time, who cares about the weather anyway!  108 

participants we had!  Soon it would be only 107, since our president, Niel, was called 

away for an emergency.  The next day it would become clear what the emergency 

was, when we received word he became a father of a daughter, Lena!  Congratulations 

of the entire A²B²D board by the way! 

 

And it seems summertime is an excellent time for extra-curricular activities of the 

A²B²D board members.  Besides our president, our entertainment guy, Dirk, is also 

expecting to become a father very soon.  (If the baby has arrived in the meantime, 

congratulations to Dirk as well!)  And of course, congratulations to our secretary, An, 

as well, who got married last week. 

 

Since I’m in a congratulating mood, I also want to congratulate the Applied Statistics 

students who graduated two weeks ago.  I heard some of the thesis defences, and I 

have to say well done guys!  And finally, congratulations to the Biostatistics students 

who successfully passed their exams and good luck with your theses! 

 

Philippe Haldermans 

Your Vice President 

Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Diepenbeek (A²B²D) 
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Did you know ……… 
 

 

�  That this year’s Annual BBQ, held last June 29, was a huge 

success?  Read more about it in this issue.  We’ve also included 

copies of the speeches made during the evening, for those who 

were unable to attend the BBQ. 

 

�  That our president Niel Hens has just recently become the proud 

father of a healthy baby girl?  Congratulations to Niel and Kelly on 

the birth of their baby, Lena! 

 

�  That our very own An Creemers, secretary of the A2B2D Board, got 

married last July 14?  Our congratulations and best wishes to An 

and Lieven! 

 

�  That our entertainment guy, Dirk, will also very soon join the 

cluster of new fathers?  We congratulate, in advance, Dirk and Nele 

on the birth of their baby. 

 

�  That Geert Molenberghs has been awarded the Belgian Francqui 

Chair for 2006-2007, granted by the University Faculty of 

Agronomical Sciences of Gembloux?  Read more about it in our 

Features section. 

 

�  That the CenStat T-Shirt is still available?  The shirt features the 

CenStat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a Statistician.”  Hurry and 

get your shirt at room H10.  CenStat “limited edition” coffee mugs 

are also available!!! 

 

�  That this is our last issue for the year?  To make it extra special, 

we’ve decided to make this last issue a double issue with a bit more 

features.  We resume again when the next academic year starts.  

See you then! 
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Censtat Ends the Year 
with its Annual BBQ 

by Qi Zhu 
 
 
The Censtat BBQ is held annually at the end of June, when 
students from both Applied and Biostatistics have finished 
all the exams in the last tri/semester of an academic year.  
Thus, it can be regarded as an event to shake away the academic pressure and a 
proclamation of the summer vacation.  Especially for students of Biostatistics, it’s 
also almost the last event they can participate before their graduation.  This BBQ 
event may symbolize the end of their student era and many of them may no longer see 
each other any more.  I had expected to see tears of farewell but didn’t see any – they 
were all immersed by the happiness due to the end of the exams.  As some of them 
said – all things related to exams and studying were buried that day.  
 
As a prelude to the BBQ, soccer was played among Censtat, Biostat and Applied Stat 
on the afternoon of June 29.  Cold and windy weather didn’t prevent the passion of 
the soccer fans.  To be more precise, their ‘goal’ was all that they cared about at the 
moment.  I was shivering when watching the players sweating – Hmm, I saw a 
Chinese guy in the soccer game this time – I’m so proud of him! 

 
Conditional on the cold weather, this year’s BBQ was held 
indoor in the cafeteria.  The BBQ started at 6PM that evening 
with cocktails being served first.  Some board members were 
busy serving different types of cocktails while people began 
to chat and socialize.  
 

Speeches were unavoidable in the annual BBQ.  From the speeches, more things 
could be learnt since even the professors didn’t talk about things academically any 
more.  As Prof. Geert Molenberghs said we should never forget our home country – 
that’s where we are from. Our different cultural background and customs made us 
what we are and the multinational environment not only inspires the academic 
thoughts of people in Censtat but broadens our vision and enriches our knowledge in 
everyday life. 
 
After the spiritual nourishment, our stomachs did need 
something material. Unlike the previous years, this year 
there were different menus for each one to choose at the 
time of registration. Meat mania could choose from 
pork, beef and chicken, fish while vegetarians also had 

various choices of vegetables. I 
heard prior to BBQ that the chef 
was amateur but I had to confess 
the taste was professional. People were all enjoying the food and 
talking with their friends or family members. Kids at different 
ages were brought by their parents, which became another 
landscape.  
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In the midst of the dinner time, an ice-cream car passed by for people to choose 
different flavors. Ice-cream was adored by men and women as well as children since it 
sweetened our stomach and mind. It is said that less calories of sweet food would be 
absorbed after a meal, so why to hesitate? 
 
When most of the stomachs were filled, music started—time to drink and dance. I saw 
many drinking and chatting, almost no one dancing. Were some dancing fans too 
drunk to dance? 
 
There were already 108 people coming to the BBQ this year, let’s expect more in the 
next year since there will be students from Bioinformatics as well. Let’s pray for 
better weather in the next year too… 
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Activities 
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Since the academic year has come to an end and many students are on summer 
vacation, we do not have too many activities planned for this period.  However, we do 
know that students are always looking for fun activities, so we have prepared a list of 
music festivals which might be of interest to you. 
 

��������	
������
	
	

�  ������	�������� �	��
�	����������
��	
�����������	�	�� 
!�"#	
$��%���&&&'������'(����������'%$% 	

	
�  �����

)�� �	$)��*
)&�	(����	���	�)��	%)%���
	�)
��*�	*
)�%�	

�����������	�	#+ , ,	
$��%���&&&'�����

)��'(����������%����'��%-. 	

	
�  �
�����	/��� �	��	�
������	���	�)
	�
��	

�0���	�	�1"�� /	
$��%���&&&'(
���������'(�� 	

	
�  1��%
)�� �	����������	�)
	�
��	

�0���	�	/"22 ,	
ht�%���&&&'
��%
)��'(�  

	
�  2�������	�� �	�)
	�
��	

�0���	�	/�22 /	
		 $��%���&&&'��������'(�� 	
 

�  �)��	3
��)���
 �	�)��	�����	
�4��0��5��0	�	316,�"# 1	
$��%���&&&'�)���
��)���
'(� 	

	
�  /)��
��	������� �	#$�	7
)��*�8	

�4��0�.���0	�	/�9 1 ,	
$��%���&&&'�)��
���������'(�� 	

	
�  ��
������� �	�)���	���	�$��%	

�4��0��:��0	�	;/6��  9	
$��%���&&&'(����
'(����
�������   

	
�  1�**��	;���	���� �	%�������	

�4��0��:��0	�	;  /	
$��%���&&&'
�**��*���'�)�� 	

	
�  7)�<	7)�<	����$ �	������	/����)	�����	

����0�.���0	�	=  �1";; 	>�1";; ?	
$��%���&&&'%)��%)��'(�� 	

	
�  2�
��
)�� �	��	�$�	�������	�)&�	

.���0�.���0	�	/ "@ ,	
$��%���&&&'��
��
)��'�)�� 	

	
�  A�BB	2�����$��� �	C�BB	�����	��	6��&�
%		

.5��0�.���0	�	6,#D 17 ,	
$��%���&&&'C�BB������$���'(� 	

	
�  7�����%)% �	�$�	���)��	��
*���	��������	)�	���*���	��	)�
	)&� 	(�����
�8	

.���0�.0��0	�	!6�� /#	
$��%���&&&'%�����%)%'(�� 	



 8 

Features 
 
 
 

Geert Molenberghs Receives the 

2006-2007 Belgian Francqui Chair 
 

Geert Molenberghs is the recipient of the Belgian Francqui Chair for 2006-2007, 

conferred by the University Faculty of Agronomical Sciences of Gembloux.  Belgian 

Francqui Chairs (www.francquifoundation.be) make it possible for universities to 

invite a professor of another Belgian university to organize a cycle of lectures.  The 

lectures are not viewed as part of the normal teaching but as specialized complements.  

The 2006-2007 chair at Gembloux focuses on the topic of statistics in life sciences, 

entitled “La statistique au service du progrès dans les sciences du vivant.” 

 

The inaugural address, on “The applied statistical scientist in a high-profile academic 

environment,” was held on April 19, in the presence of the rector, Professor André 

Thewis of Gembloux.   

 

In May and June, Geert Molenberghs will give four follow-up lectures, with themes: 

(1) methods for analysing continuous and discrete longitudinal data; (2) multivariate 

one-sided testing in constrained parameter spaces; (3) the evaluation of surrogate 

markers in randomized clinical studies; and, (4) formal and informal model selection 

and assessment when data are incomplete.  

 

To read more about the various lectures and to download Professor Molenbergh’s inaugural 

address, click on the following link:  

 

http://www.censtat.be/about/francqui.asp  

�
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We’ve included, as part of this issue, the speeches made during the Annual BBQ last 
June 29.  Prof. Geert Molenberghs and Prof. Marc Aerts, Director of M.Sc. 
Biostatistic and Director of M.Sc. Applied Statistics, respectively, gave speeches.  
Our current A2B2D president, Niel Hens, and two M.Sc. Biostatistics students, Yalcin 
Yavuz and Philip Gichuru, also gave speeches.   
 
 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  
 
 
Speech by GEERT MOLENBERGHS, Director of CenStat, Director of M.Sc. 
Biostatistics Programme 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  End of academic year – end of study career for many, especially Biostat? 
 
·  A year of hard work, often too hard work. 

 
·  What is next? 

 
·  Further study: PhD / beginning or continuation of working experience. 

 
·  More knowledge and skills will be gathered. 

 
·  But, also important, will be WISDOM, and a few other properties. 

 
·  Applied/biostatisticians have to play a leadership role in their work in a 

multidisciplinary environment.  
 

·  Speak when you are not asked to – you may be the only one seeing things. 
 

·  A key property of the practicing statistician is: HONESTY / Professional 
ethics.  It is great to say MOST of the students subscribe to this point of view.  
Those who did not DID NOT BELONG TO OUR PROGRAM.  

 
·  Being an applied, practicing statistician thus requires more than technical 

skills.  A broad mind, since you need to learn about the biomedical or other 
topic in which you will be working, since your work will almost always be 
interdisciplinary.  
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·  Thus, again, a broad mind: not just study, narrow knowledge, but general 

interest and culture is of importance.  
 

·  Also a key component: working together.  The word “I” is not the most 
important one on earth! 

 
·  You have worked hard, perhaps too hard.  Will that change?  Yes and no. 

 
·  Yes, since work in the future may be different, it is not about exams. 

 
·  But no, it will not change, since you will keep studying, or rather… learning: 

LLL: L³: Life Long Learning. 
 

·  The point that you know enough… will NEVER come.  I am learning every 
day, and so are my colleagues. 

 
·  We very often learn thanks to you. 

 
·  And we witness, privileged as we are to be surrounded by young people. 

 
·  We witness good things.  We also witness how you help and work together 

when something goes badly wrong: how you help when someone gets sick, or 
is the unfortunate victim of an unfortunate accident.  These are sad events, 
how I wish they would not occur, but then it is fantastic to see how students, 
CenStat colleagues, and the entire campus community sticks together, works 
together. 

 
·  It is time to unwind a bit: the hard work is winding down, less teaching, less or 

no classes to take.  Perhaps going back to our family, our home countries. 
 

·  Some of you will go back, some will not.  But, whatever you do, never forget 
your home countries.  That is where you are from: you know good things 
about them, and bad things – like family.  But they are your family – these are 
your countries.  No matter where you get, no matter how successful you are – 
no matter how far from home that success is built – NEVER FORGET YOUR 
PLACE OF BIRTH.  You may come in a position where you can be of help – 
they will need you – SO MAKE SURE YOU HELP. 

 
·  And, no matter how successful you grow, never forget that happiness is 

usually not about fame, academic or other professional success, it is about the 
small things in life.  

 
·  For me, happiness is having a good conversation with a good friend.  

Happiness is the pleasure of a cup of coffee, early in the morning, with Noël.  
 

·  Happiness is having a drink, late at night, with my wife.  
 

·  And, talking about drinks: let us toast to everything we have achieved, to 
CenStat, to a prosperous future, to all of you. CHEERS. 
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Speech by MARC AERTS, Director of M.Sc. Applied Statistics Programme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear students and colleagues, together with friends and family, 
 

Although most of us still have to work coming weeks (some students have to 
defend their thesis, while others still have to start up the initial phase of the thesis, 
some of us will go on congress, while others will have very interesting and important 
meetings, …), our annual BBQ is a kind of anchor point in time, indicating the end of 
two or three periods of hard study and work.  As such it is the right moment to look 
back to this period and to look forward to what will come to us coming year and 
years. 
 

The “looking back” or “looking forward” longitudinal model together with its 
iterative fitting algorithm can be applied in a population averaged way or subject 
specific.  Summarizing the subject-specific exercise, we observe great variability 
between subjects.  Some of us were very lucky in all respects, with their personal life, 
with their studies, with their job.  Others were quite unlucky with one or more model 
components.  Some of us had health problems or were confronted with very unlucky 
accidents, or the exam results were not as hoped for.  Examining the variance 
structure, we observe that there is a clearly time heterogeneity, a variance structure 
pretty difficult to fit actually.  Perhaps we should try a nonparametric model 
component here.  At some points in time there is a lot of subject-specific variability, at 
other points in time less.  An objective of us, as organizers of the masters of applied 
statistics and biostatistics, is to get as a best fit a model where at the closing time of 
the academic year (at the end of September) the subject-specific variability is small 
and everybody reaches a high “level of happiness.”  The population averaged model 
confirms this trend as it shows a growing curve over time, showing that the group of 
students makes a nice progression.  Looking forward, prediction, as you know is 
much harder and typically leads to highly variable results.  The model seems to split 
up in two clusters, one cluster being pretty homogeneous.  This is the group of 
students who will continue studying here.  Another cluster represents those students 
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challenging different types of opportunities: different jobs in industry, research 
institutes, universities, governmental organizations, etc.  In any case the model 
CenStat applies to model and predict the future for its master students is one which 
optimizes the level of success for each of you.  
 

If we examine the population averaged model further, on long term, we see 
that coming year 2008 is quite special.  There is the implementation of our new 2-year 
master of statistics together with the audit by a official committee of the VLIR; and 
interestingly there are a lot of events and anniversaries to celebrate in 2008: CenStat 
was founded in 1998 (ten years ago), our master in biostatistics was founded in 1988 
(20 years ago), and Hasselt University (formerly Limburgs Universitair Centrum) was 
founded in 1973 (35 years ago). 
 

Finally, less traditionally, the applied models, subject-specific or population 
averaged, can be used to predict the very short term future, even on the scale of hours 
and minutes.  And then the model shows a clear local peak of joy and fun, excellent 
food and great drinks.  But the model also shows that it is a short local peak, so we 
should not wait any longer to check whether it is consistent with the truth.  
 

I want to thank A2B2D and everybody taking part in the organization of 
today’s BBQ, as well as several other social activities. 
 

Thanks for your attention and enjoy this evening. 
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Speech by NIEL HENS, President of A2B2D 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear students, dear colleagues, 
 

Welcome to A2B2D’s annual BBQ.  It’s great to see students, staff members 
and alumni all together to celebrate the end of the academic year.  This year we’ve set 
another record of 108 subscriptions.  I would like to express my gratitude to all board 
members for making this event possible.  
 

I would also like to thank CenStat as our sponsor.  It is always difficult to 
organize events at low costs, especially since prices are always increasing.  We hope 
you understand and looking at the presence today, you do.  Let me take the 
opportunity to advertise our mugs and T-shirts which you can buy as souvenirs and as 
a support to A²B²D. 
 

We also want to welcome new members to the board.  For now those are Nele 
and Aileen.  We also like to welcome other candidates to join the board, especially 
students.  
 

One person is leaving the board this year and that’s our former entertainer and 
President Herbert.  Herbert we would like to thank you for all the time you’ve put into 
ABD-A2BD and A2B2D.  Those seven years of hard work have not been unnoticed!  
Thank you!  And off course, we hope you will join in on at least one more activity: 
the transition dinner. 
  

Some practicalities: the format of the BBQ has changed into a chef’s 
suggestion and a customized menu; this has some further implication in that we will 
be working with tickets for the different drinks.  
 

As you heard in previous speeches there were many warm words of thanks to 
all.  I want to stress that also we as a board are thankful for your presence today.  I 
promised my fellow board members to keep it very short.  So I’ll do that.  Enjoy !!! 
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Speech by YALCIN YAVUZ, M.Sc. Biostatistics 
 
 
 Good evening everybody. Indeed, I am very glad to have this opportunity to say 
a few words on behalf of you.  
 
 As we know, this BBQ is the biggest and the most popular event of the year. In 
behalf of my colleagues, I would like to thank every members of the A2B2D board for 
making this event possible. For this event gives us the chance to chat and hang out 
with our fellow colleagues and professors.  
 
 Let me mention about some serious points. Most of the time the impression of 
our home friends is that staying abroad (for instance here in Diepenbeek) is cool and 
really fun. But the bitter truth is it is really bitter. Of course, I mean bitter when I am 
drowning with homeworks. Also we need to adjust to a different environment, culture 
and even climate. Most specially, I miss the real food prepared by mums but anyway, 
there is no free lunch and we know it, do not we?  
 
 On the other hand, those difficulties can be endured because the best advantage 
of being a student here is probably meeting with people from almost all over the 
world in a same classroom and working together for the same achievement. 
 
 To conclude, I would love to thank to Censtat staff, professors especially for 
their hard work on preparation of exam and homework questions that I will never 
forget.  
 And last but definitely not the least, I would like to thank Martine for her great 
assistance and ever cheerful smile.  
 

So my dear friends, I wish lots of luck to all of us for the results of exams. 
 

Thank you and cheers mate. 
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Speech by PHILIP GICHURU, M.Sc. Biostatistics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just like the sun sets, so do all good things come to an end.  But what is important 

is what we learn.  Being educated is now cliché, being learned is different. 
 

Not only have we learnt a lot in the field of statistics but the course set up allows 
us to learn each other too.  Of course, being human, we step on each others toes, but this 
makes it even merrier.  A while from now you will look back and smile about everything. 
 

I now appreciate winter and why the excitement when the sun comes back to the 
tropic of cancer.  I did not know French fries also go well with mayonnaise and my 
personal favourite automatic urinals.  
 

To everyone, it was an honour learning and sharing experiences with you.  To me 
you are all perfect and I urge you to keep the same spirit if you still want to be catalysts of 
change. 
 

As we come to the close of the year, two questions come to my mind.  Where do I 
go from here and simultaneously I reflect on my experiences here, am sure all present are 
faced by similar questions whatever the different versions. 
 

The two years were remarkable and for me one of the best investments I ever 
made.  I ask myself, “How did we make it this far amidst all the challenges?”  Only one 
answer comes to my mind: it is because we kept our eyes on the prize, it is because we 
chose to get up one more time than we were knocked down. 
 

So as we part and go our different ways, as we try and figure out where do we go 
from here, I am guided by Albert Einstein’s words, “Anyone who has never made a 
mistake has never tried anything new.”  Success is never in not making mistakes BUT in 
never making them again.  Where you end up isn't the most important thing.  It's the road 
you take to get there.  The road you take is what you'll look back on and call your life. 
 

To the university administration who keep things running in the background, the 
lecturers who inspired us in many ways and were constant role models, and more 
specifically to A2B2D who make us feel at home, THANK YOU.  If I was to write an 
appraisal, I would simply say: “It’s a job well done; I could not have done better.” 
 

Last but not least, it’s important to remember that the true measure of your worth, 
after figuring out where you go from here, includes all the benefits that others have 
gained from your success.  Let’s leave the world a better place after it all and never take 
anything for granted. 


