
 
 

 

Diepenbeek, February ‘07 

 

NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER 
 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

  

Again a month has passed, so it’s time for a new issue of our monthly newsletter.  For 

the Biostat students, last month may look like an eternity ago, but hang in there guys, 

the Geert-and-Geert term is almost over, so soon you’ll have time again to do stuff 

like sleeping, relaxing, etc. 

 

Recently, we (and the CenStat staff) have been invited by the Applied and Biostat 

students to play a (friendly?) game of soccer.  Currently, we are scouting our troops to 

search for the best, most talented players among us.  We hope to bring together a 

squad, able to bring us a glorious victory, unlike previous editions where we had to let 

the students win. 

 

Also some other really nice activities are planned for the near future.  I especially 

think of the Easter Quiz that will take place on the 28th of March. It will be a great 

gathering of both staff and students in an often hilarious / sometimes serious event. 

Entrance is free and there are some really nice prices to win, so we expect everybody 

to be there. 

 

I’ll shut up now, so you can go on and read all about the adventures from your 

colleagues that went ice-skating and/or snowboarding. And of course, the recent 

World Evening, which again was a great success thanks to you guys! 

 

 

Philippe Haldermans 

Your vice-president 

Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Diepenbeek (A²B²D) 
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Did you know ……… 
 

 

�  That A2B2D went snowboarding at Snowworld in Landgraaf, 

Netherlands last February 13?  Read more about it and see the 

pictures in this issue.  We are planning a second trip for this on 

April 10, so keep that date free and see the activities section for 

more details. 

 

 

�  That this year’s World Evening, held last March 7, was a big 

success?  Many of our Censtat students participated quite actively 

in this activity.  Included in this issue is an article about the 

evening. 

 

 

�  That this year’s city trip to Paris has unfortunately been cancelled?  

As an alternative, we are planning a 1-day city trip to a city in 

Belgium.  We’d like to get your feedback on this, so do let us know 

which city you want to visit. 

 

 

�  That A2B2D will be having an Easter Quiz on March 28 at 7 p.m.?   

Teams will play against each other in a contest that promises to be 

quite exciting.  See our activities section for additional information. 

 

 

�  The CenStat T-Shirt is now available?  The shirt features the 

CenStat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a Statistician.”  We’ve 

included some shots of the t-shirts so that you can see how it looks, 

and we’ve asked Diepenbeek’s “top models” to wear them.  Hurry 

and get yours while stocks are still available. 
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My Experiences on Ice: 
Ice-Skating and Snowboarding 

by Geoffrey Kizito 
 
 
Everyone has the most memorable places 
he/she has ever been to, but mine are not too 
many.  Coming from Africa in a country 
where the equator passes through the earth, 
snow is a rare sight.  The first time I saw 
snow it was amazing as the whole place was 
white, my roomies and I had to go out to 
make snowmen.  I had never believed for 
once that I will ever have a chance to have a 
white Christmas.  On the 29th of November, 
the A2B2D entertainment crew organized for 
us to go ice skating.  Curious, as usual, I had 
to go to practice my balance.  Due to my 
background and to being the first time, just 
balancing on the skates was harder.  I wondered how ladies balance in stilettos and 
other shoes 24/7, 365 days.  Then came the actual ice skating – my legs were going 
apart on ice, friends were laughing, my adrenaline was rushing, I couldn’t balance and 
I did more falling than skating.  Many people were skating but there was a group of 
boys who were skating as if they born on ice!!  The second time for skating came and 
I was determined not to fall, and, with the help of seniors I learned how to balance and 
take control.  It was awesome for me to skate, and to the fellows who missed out let 
me say that there it is beautiful, as you become free of stress.  Those who have special 
ones I recommend ice skating because it is romantic. Very soon after all is finished, 
me and my boys, we want to go back down there and do real skating.  
 
When the entertainment crew organized the “Operation Snowboarding” fun affair, I 
was too enthusiastic. I knew how to balance on skates.  Forgetting that snowboarding 
is another game, there I went.  Guys, when the crew organizes an activity, it is fun to 
join as not only did I see new places in the Netherlands and giant indoor 
snowboarding pistes, it was fun too.  As a fun crew group, we got to know each other 
and activities like these allow me to meet new friends.  Snowboarding is fast, easy, 
speedy and fun.  The instructor first taught us techniques of balancing, gliding, and 
the most important but tricky part of the game – braking.  We came from the top of 
the hill all the way down on board, but at the same time using it as brakes.  It was so 
amazing to snowboard, though I was nervous not to run into people, though I took out 
some, and at the same time looking out for my behind.  Ladies and gents, my behind 
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and knees received enough due to failure to brake, but once I learned the techniques it 
was so easy.  I can’t count the times I went down that hill as it is the most exhilarating 
fun you can ever have.  I am a fan of X-sports, figure skating, gymnastics and it was 
good to try it for once.  Apart from studying, skating is a new skill I have learned in 
Belgium.  I learned that you can have fun learning a new skill and I can’t wait to go 
back again as the crew is planning another trip down there for perfection.  I heard the 
crew has organized a trip to Paris; I can’t wait as am told it is a city for lovers!!!  
You’ll never know, life is full of surprises.  Bravo to A2B2D. 
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World Evening 2007 
by Herbert Thijs 

 
 
 
The World Evening is an event which started a few 

years ago under the name of the AFRICAN NIGHT.  Back then it was an initiative 

where students from both the Applied Statistics and Biostatistics, who came mostly 

from the African continent, could share with their colleague students some 

information concerning their home country.  In those days, it was a very small event 

with about 10 to 20 participants.  Only a little later within CCG was the idea born to 

organize a similar event called the WORLD EVENING, where the main change was 

an extension from African cultures towards cultures from all over the world.  From 

then onwards, Asian, South American and European cultures were also presented. 

 

This year, on Wednesday, March 7 to be precise, the event took 

place.  Already some months before, people were taking care of 

the organization of the evening.  A group of students together 

with the people from CCG and some members of the board of 

A2B2D had meetings on a regular basis and managed to set up 

the event. 

 

At noon of that day, the AGORA started to change into the 

right scene.  A band was preparing to perform, several tables 

were set in the right places for the workshops, some other 

tables were set for the appetizers, and the equipment for 

presentations was being installed.  In other words, the event 

had started. 

 

At 17.00 it was time for the opening of the event.  People were dropping in, queuing 

for subscription and we all got food and drink tickets.  Several students prepared some 

typical food from their home countries and we could all get a flavor of different 

appetizers.  Drinks were also available and the crowd was still growing.  In the end, 

I’m not sure how many people were present but I heard some numbers – about 150 
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participants – meaning it was already a success.  Next, about 

18.00 we heard a voice…yes, Dickson himself was present 

and presenting.  In three different languages, we were 

welcomed and clearly informed of what was to be expected.  

We were kindly invited to go to the restaurant where an 

exotic dish with, basically, chicken and rice was prepared. 

 

When all stomachs were more or less pleased, Dickson announced the start of the 

workshops.  This was an excellent mixture of hands-on short courses.  Chinese ladies 

were telling you how to fold paper, which is actually called ������� .  Several groups 

were teaching us a song or a dance – there were typical Belgian student-songs and line 

dancing (“volksdansen”) but one could also listen and even dance 

to nice African rhythms.  Some guys from Ethiopia were revealing 

the secrets of their language or one could get some extra hair knit 

onto their own hair (I tried but unfortunately one still needs some 

hair).  I’m sure I even forget to mention some of these interesting 

activities, but then again, if you really want to know what it was 

all about, you just should have been present. 

 

About 20.00, a show should start.  At least that was what we were told.  It was not 

really clear to us what to expect but it was again a perfect mixture of students telling 

short stories about their home countries, other students performing a dance or even a 

song.  All performances were nicely introduced by our presenter Dickson, and last, 

but not least, there was a band which was a mixture of Belgian and African students 

singing several songs in between. 

 

To wrap up I can definitely say that I did not get an 

overdose of cultural information because everything was 

really interesting and mingled in the right way.  I certainly 

will participate in the next editions and I can really strongly 

advise everyone to do the same. 

 
 
(Due to press time constraints, we were unable to c ollate pictures from the 
World Evening in time for the release of this issue .  However, we promise to 
include them in next month’s issue.) 
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Activities 
 
City Trip 
 
We regret to announce that this year’s city trip to Paris has been cancelled.  Those 
who registered and paid for the said trip may get their money back from the A2B2D 
board member to whom they paid.  We are, however, still trying to organize a 1-day 
city trip to a Belgian city (let us know which city in Belgium you might want to visit).  
We will be sending you more information about this in the weeks to come. 
 
For those still interested in going to Paris, you may join an organized tour by De 
Zigeuner travel agency (but not exclusively for A2B2D and not on the same dates we 
blocked off).  Go to the following website http://www.dezigeuner.be/  and click on 
Minitrips �  Frankrijk �  Paris-TOPREIS. 
 
Easter Quiz 
 
On March 28th at 7 p.m., A2B2D brings you the Easter Quiz.  Battle it out against each 
other in a contest that will test your general knowledge on anything and everything 
under the sun.  Entrance is for free but you have to enroll.  Mail group members and 
group name to <dirk.valkenborg@uhasselt.be>.  It is an international quiz and we 
play in groups with a maximum of 4 persons.  The more international your group is 
the more chance you have to win.  The winners receive great prices.  There is also a 
prize for the most creative team; so come up with a good team name. 
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Snowboarding 
 
On April 10th at 6 p.m., A2B2D goes snowboarding once again.  We will go back to 
Snowworld at Landgraaf (Netherlands), which is one of the biggest indoor ski-pistes 
of this region.  If you are interested in joining, you need to register immediately by 
sending an email to our entertainment crew.  The subscription fee is €21.50, which is 
inclusive of transportation costs, entrance fee for 4 hours and equipment rental.   
 
Soccer Games 
 
As part of the A2B2D sporting activities, it has become a tradition that Applied and 
Biostatistics students take time off every Friday afternoon for a football match.  This 
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centre from 6-7 p.m. every Friday.  This is 
expected to be an interesting and particularly relaxing atmosphere.  And for free, you 
become physically fit.  Practical arrangements may be obtained from Arthur 
Kangombe, one of the Biostatistics students currently responsible for arranging 
games.  Hope to see you there! 
 
On March 23 from 2-4 p.m., Censtat staff, M.S. Applied and M.S. Biostat students 
will play in a mini-tournament.  Plans are currently being finalized and we will keep 
you posted about this event. 
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CenStat T-Shirts 
 
 
The newly printed Censtat T-Shirts with 

the CenStat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a 

Statistician” are now available.  For a very 

cheap price of €12, you can avail of a high-

quality tee, and, not to mention, a nice 

souvenir from your days at UHasselt.  You 

can purchase your t-shirt at room H10. 
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