
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Diepenbeek, February ‘08 
 

Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

 

Happy New Year, and now indeed the best wishes for our fellow Chinese students 

too, since they have celebrated the year of the rat on 7 February!  First of all, we 

would like to wish you, your family and friends good health in 2008 or in China in 

4705.  We hope all exams went well and that you are ready to face new statistical 

challenges.  We would also like to express our wishes to all readers abroad, especially 

to Frehd Nghania who wrote us a very nice letter which we've printed for you in this 

newsletter.  

 

On 1 February, we met a few of you at the Karaoke Party.  We have to say, we were 

surprised at how well some students can sing and how well some students cannot…  

The A²B²D board still needs to practice though.  Any instructors are always welcome 

to report to one of the board members and we’ll open up a new function for you.  

Your first task will be to write a CenStat song which can be recorded on disc and 

played for the 20th Anniversary of the Master of Science in Biostatistics and the 10th 

Anniversary of the Center for Statistics in September 2008. 

 

With the Karaoke Party behind us, we are looking forward to welcome you all at our 

Easter Quiz, and also at the World Evening on 5 March.  Now, hurry up and turn the 

page to read about two CenStat members who successfully defended their PhD theses, 

about our visit to the Christmas market in Maastricht, about the ICP Get-together Day 

and upcoming activities.  

 

Niel Hens 

Your President 

Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics Diepenbeek 
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Did you know ……… 
 

 

�  That the A2B2D visited the Christmas market in Maastricht last 

December 13?  See some pictures and read more about it in this 

issue.   

 

�  That former A2B2D president, Saskia Litiere, successfully defended 

her Ph.D. thesis last December 20?  Saskia will remain at CenStat 

to do post-doctoral research.  Congratulations, Saskia. 

 

�  That Jan Serroyen of CenStat also completed his Ph.D. last 

December 19?  Jan is now working at Maastricht University.  Our 

congratulations to Jan on his graduation. 

 

�  That we have included more pictures from the recently concluded 

VLIR-ICP Get-Together Day in this issue?  See pages 6-10 for the 

photos. 

 

�  That a CenStat T-Shirt is available?  For all our new students, the t-

shirt features the CenStat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a 

Statistician.”  You can get your shirts at room H10.  CenStat 

“limited edition” coffee mugs are also available. 
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Christmas Market in Maastricht 
by Amparo Yovanna Castro Sanchez 

 
 
 
Most of us have been in Maastricht at least once; there are many reasons to go there, 

among them are: visiting another country, checking the coffee shops (if somebody 

tells you that he/she has been in 

Maastricht and does not know 

about coffee shops, he/she has 

really bad memory) or the famous 

boats, shopping in the open market 

(street market) on Friday, etc.  

However, few of us have ever 

been there during the night or in 

its famous Christmas Market. 

 

 

It was a windy and cool night.  When the group got off the bus, all the shops in the 

centre were open; for those interested in doing their last minute Christmas shopping, it 

was a great opportunity.  After a short walk we reached the Vrijthof square with its 

beautiful “Winterland.”  There, we found a giant Ferris wheel; a friend of mine could 

not conquer his vertigo 

and try the big wheel, 

despite our encouragement 

and the beauty of the 

wheel.  Other attractions 

were a skating ring, a 

Venetian Grand Carousel, 

and a lot of tents with huge 

amount of handicrafts, 

jewelry, trimmings, 

clothes, shoes, and of 

course, food and drinks. 
Did anybody dare to ride the gigantic ferris wheel?  

The square was a spectacle of lights.  
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In my opinion, the best drink was a hot wine – there is nothing better for a cold night.  

The food there was for all tastes, ranging from KFC to mussels, or from poffertjes 

(small sweet pancakes) to chocolate popcorn.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Christmas market some of us walked around the city, visiting the 

fortifications surrounding the city, and an alumni of Biostat told us a little bit about 

the history of Maastricht.  It is one of the oldest cities in the Netherlands and became 

so important due to its geographical position that crosses the Meuse river.  In fact, its 

name comes from the Latin “Mosae Trajectum” (Mosa-crossing). 

Of course it was necessary to sample a glass (or mo re?) of glühwein.  

Our curious students check out the merchandise in t he various booths.  

A couple of the more traditional symbols of Christm as – a snowman and Santa.  
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Then looking to rest in a warmer place we stopped in a pub, drank beer, talked about 

everything and nothing, and finally came back to Belgium, leaving behind us an old 

city with a cold wind but with a warm Christmas ghost.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I just want to thank the A2B2D especially Dirk and Professor Bruckers.  For us, it was 

the perfect excuse to leave the solitude of our rooms and enjoy an evening with some 

friends.  As a friend says: “Now, I have something to tell to my grandchildren about 

the Christmas Market when I was studying in Belgium.”  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All in all, everyone seemed to have a good time.  

Cheers!!! 

The very gracious tourguides/chaperones – 
Dirk, Javier and Liesbeth. 

Yovanna & Hong in front 
of the huge Christmas 

tree.  
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VLIR-UOS ICP Get-Together Day 
30 November 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several CenStat staff volunteer ed 
to man the registration booths. 

VLIR-UOS ICP students from different 
Belgian universities arrive at UHasselt.  

ICP students converge at the agora awaiting the day ’s activities. 

Sarah Verlackt, overall coordinator 
for UH, welcomes the students. 

UH Rector, Prof. dr. Luc de Schepper, 
and dhr. Jos Wilmots were special 

guests at the event . 
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Belgian comedian, Dirk Denoyelle, performed his hil arious spiel ...  

... much to the delight of everyone in the audience . 
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Igwe Enweonye did a sketch portraying some of his 
“shocking” experiences in Belgium. 

Some Asian students demonstrated a Malaysian dance and the 
crowd enthusiastically tried to learn it. 

VLIR-UOS directress, Kristien Verbrugghen, and Prof . dr. Paul 
Janssen acknowledge the organizers of the event. 



 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The food spreads were an absolute feast for the eye s. 

Everyone gets to enjoy a warm and delicious dinner  
after an afternoon of interesting tours in and arou nd Hasselt. 
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DJ Buscemi gets busy trying to convince the crowd 
to get into a dancing mood …  

… and the crowd readily obliges! 
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Activities 
 
 
Snowboarding 
 
We are going on a short snowboard expedition.  For those who don't know what 
snowboarding is: “Snowboarding is gliding over snow with a board.”  Simple, isn't it?  
We can find real snow in Snowworld, which is one of the biggest indoor ski-pistes of 
this region.  Places are limited, so for this event you need to register (first come, first 
served).  You can do this by sending an email to dirk.valkenborg@.uhasselt.be.  The 
price is €17,50 and this includes transportation (by bus), entrance for 4 hours, material 
and lessons.  We go on Tuesday, February 19, we leave at 18h.  Break a leg! 
 
 
World Evening 
 
Have you ever wondered how boys and girls meet in Africa, and ultimately decide to 
get married?  Or how to arrange a date in China?  Where do you first have to go and 
'persuade' your future mother-in-law before even talking to the young lady?  To know 
the answer to these and many other questions, everyone is invited to the 4th UHasselt 
World Evening, on Wednesday, March 5, 17h30 at the Agora.  The theme for this 
year is “Marriages in North, East, South and West.” 
 
 On the programme: 
 

 - welcome with appetizers, prepared by foreign students 
 - wedding meal 

  - wedding party with dance, music, presentations, fashion show, etc. 
  - dessert buffet prepared by Belgian students 
 
 
Soccer Games 
 
As part of the A2B2D sporting activities, it has become a tradition that Applied and 
Biostatistics students take time off every Friday afternoon for a football match.  This 
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centre from 17-19h every Friday.  This is 
expected to be an interesting and particularly relaxing atmosphere.  And for free, you 
become physically fit.  Practical arrangements may be obtained from Harrison 
Macharia (harrison.macharia@student.uhasselt.be), one of the Biostatistics students 
currently responsible for arranging games.  Hope to see you there! 
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Letters from Our Readers 
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