
 
 
 

Diepenbeek, April ‘07 
 
 

NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER - NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Dear A²B²D members, dear students, 

  

Another month, another issue of our newsletter.  As always your trustworthy 

companion to inform you about all the great opportunities that lie ahead of you.  Or 

behind you, as is the case with the wonderful city trip to Brugge.  Read all about it in 

this issue. 

 

Last month, you could enjoy some ‘typical’ Belgian weather.  Yeah right, typical 

Belgian!  According to the weather institute it was the hottest April ever in Belgium 

with temperatures up to 30° Celsius.  And what was even more amazing, there was no 

rain!  Perhaps this is not unusual in your country, but believe me, in Belgium there is 

always rain. 

 

But don’t get me wrong, I’m not complaining.  Belgium was the hottest place in the 

whole of Europe and apparently Limburg was the hottest part of Belgium.  So you 

could really see the global warming in action, but sorry mister Gore, it was not 

‘inconvenient’ at all.  Sitting on a terrace, drinking a nice cold beer, enjoying the 

temperature, forgetting all about work.  Hmm, glorious times, please come back! 

 

In this final paragraph, I want to remind you once again of our fabulous BBQ.  I know 

it’s still over a month, but it’s definitely worth to put it in your schedule.  It will be the 

big finale, the end of exams, the beginning of holiday.  Last year, it truly was the 

highlight of a wonderful year of activities, so we would like to see you all on June 29th 

to celebrate with us. 

 

Philippe Haldermans 

Your vice-president 

Alumni Applied, Biostatistics and Bioinformatics 
Diepenbeek (A²B²D) 
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Did you know ……… 
 

 

 

�  That A2B2D went on its annual city trip to the city of Brugge last 

April 21st?  With the help of a professional and knowledgeable tour 

guide, the trip was quite pleasant.  Read more about the trip in this 

issue. 

 

 

�  That this year’s Annual BBQ has been set for June 29?  Keep this 

date free as we promise an evening of good food and great fun.  

Registration is essential and the deadline is June 18.  See the 

Activities section for more details. 

 

 

�  The CenStat T-Shirt is still available?  The shirt features the 

CenStat logo and “Ten Reasons to Be a Statistician.”  Hurry and 

get your shirt at room H10.  CenStat “limited edition” coffee mugs 

are also available!!! 

 

 

�  That we are still waiting for you to register for membership to 

A2B2D?   Registration is free, but you do have to fill up the form 

available online from A2B2D’s website or simply click on the 

following link: 

 

   http://www.censtat.be/student/alumni/form.asp. 
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A2B2D Goes to Brugge 
by Susan Fred Rumisha 

 
 
Nobody could believe I was there again.  Some were asking me, ‘Susan, were you not 
in the other group that went to Brugge 2 weeks ago?’  And I said ‘Yeah, but I couldn’t 
help seeing this passing without me!’  Honestly, the place is just so good and I was 
feeling like going there again and again and again.  First I went with a group of 
friends; 2 weeks later A2B2D organize a trip, to the same city, and I jump into it again.  
Let me share the experience though it is not easy to tell you everything, since there 
was a lot, but I will give you a flavour of it.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First, it was amazing the way the city is arranged/built between the canals, which the 
guide was telling us was because of security.  Is nice eh!  Just imagine living in a 
place surrounded by water, it makes you feel like an empire or something.  Wow!  I 
wish could buy a land out there!  However, despite the old buildings and maintenance 
of the historic architectural work, the city of Brugge is also trying to have new 
building designs with current architectural styles. 
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Have you ever heard of the law of paying more taxes when you have many 
WINDOWS in your house?  You can’t believe…it is there in Brugge.  So what to do, 
you build your house with all the 
windows you like then either you 
cover some with bricks, and that is it, 
or for those who are a bit smart, they 
fake it by drawing an image of a 
window on the bricks.  Actually, that 
time is believed to be the origin of the 
word LUXURY (which has some 
relation with LIGHT), since someone 
is faking living in light, which is not 
there.  Friends, you can imagine this 
law in your country!  Should be 
terrible!  But do not worry, even for 
Brugge that was long ago and it is no 
longer in practice. 
 
 
There are more stories, including those of beggars, a church with the blood of Jesus 
(this is celebrated every year in May), why the canals have the ducks with long necks, 
the house with the smallest window (maybe in the whole Belgium) and how it was 
used for, a ‘bath’ street, etc.  I shouldn’t forget to mention the horse rides, boat city-
tour, amazing old architecture, great restaurants and many many more.  Better go and 
see for yourself. 
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Activities 
 
 
Annual BBQ 
 
On June 29th, A2B2D is throwing its annual barbecue.  What better way is there to 
celebrate the end of classes and the (hopefully) nice weather than with an outdoor 
party with great food and drinks.  Deadline for subscription is June 18th.  Other details 
are still being worked out but we will keep you posted by email.  For now, mark the 
date – June 29th – on your calendars! 
 
 
Soccer Games 
 
As part of the A2B2D sporting activities, it has become a tradition that Applied and 
Biostatistics students take time off every Friday afternoon for a football match.  This 
weekly event takes place in Fitlink sports centre from 6-7 p.m. every Friday.  This is 
expected to be an interesting and particularly relaxing atmosphere.  And for free, you 
become physically fit.  Practical arrangements may be obtained from Arthur 
Kangombe, one of the Biostatistics students currently responsible for arranging games.  
Hope to see you there! 
 
 
 

A²B²D Collectors’ Items 
 
 
 
CenStat T-Shirts 
 
Still haven’t gotten your Censtat T-Shirt?  For a very 
cheap price of €12, you can avail of a high-quality 
tee, and, not to mention, a nice souvenir from your 
days at UHasselt.  You can purchase your t-shirt at 
room H10.  The shirt features the CenStat logo and 
“Ten Reasons to Be a Statistician.”  
 
 
CenStat Mugs 

Guess who? 
 
I can give you warmth, I'm round and I have one ear (that 
gets pulled a lot).  Yep, I'm the A²B²D coffee mug.  You can 
use me to drink something, to show off with the nice 
"CENSTAT" logo on my belly, or just as a souvenir of your 
nice stay in Belgium.  And this for only €5.  So, if you want 
to buy me, please hurry to any A²B²D board member, I will 
be waiting for you too. 
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Heads or Tails? 
 
 
 
It was a typical rainy afternoon back home (in Manila).  It was rush hour and the rain 

had aggravated the traffic even more.  A couple of friends called to ask me if I would 

like to hang out, perhaps have some coffee, till the rain and 

traffic subsided.  Not being one to hurdle traffic jams after a 

long day at work, I obliged.  We got in touch with more friends 

who worked around the area and who were only too willing to 

join us.  So we all agreed to have coffee and wait a couple of 

hours at the mall.  Conversation was varied -- some were deep 

in a discussion on getting a patent for a gadget they wanted to manufacture, others 

were just exchanging work stories.  After a couple of hours, the rain finally fizzled 

into a shower and we decided to go our respective ways.  We asked for the check and 

paid the waiter.  The waiter came back with our change on a money tray, and as he 

was about to lay the tray on the table, one of the coins fell off and rolled on the floor.  

As I looked to the ground to see where the coin was, I was 

amazed to see something that would dispel the very 

foundations of my statistical education.  The coin had 

landed solidly on its edge!  My friends and I were in awe.  

Everything I had learned about classical probability had 

been instantly questioned.  Would the most frequently used 

example in probability -- that of tossing a coin -- have to be 

rewritten now that there can be 3 outcomes possible?  I 

literally couldn’t make heads or tails of it! 

 
 
 


